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IN THE UNITED STA TES PATENT A N D TRADEMARK OFFICE sO> 

Serial No.: 09/507,769 Group Art Unit: 1774 v« \>> 

Inventor: Passman Filed: February 18, 2000 ^ ^ <s 

Title: Coatings on Reinforced Composites Examiner: K.T. Nguyen ^ 



RESPONSE 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 
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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of August 13, 2002, having a shortened 
statutory period set to expire November 13, 2002, kindly enter the attached RCE 
and consider the following remarks. 

REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration in view of the amendment 
and the following remarks. 

The action rejects claims 1, 2 and 4 to 10 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hatch et al.'s U.S. Pat. No. 5,840,386. 

The invention of Hatch et al provided a major advance to soft-type printing 
rolls. This invention utilizes a rigid metal sheet to improve wear resistance of the 
soft-type printing roll. The rigid metal sheet may receive an optional thermal 
spray layer to further improve the wear resistance of the printing roll—this is 
different than the subject claimed invention that applies the thermal spray coating 
to the second epoxy layer. 

In particular, the Hatch patent teaches that it-is advantageous to use a 
thermal spray-coated metal sleeve for these applications. Unlike Hatch et al.,\ 
applicants' two polymer layer design operates without the benefit of a metal ] 
sleeve. Applicants .claim a first polymer layer free of fibers and particulate, a 
second polymer layer containing particulate and a thermal spray layer coating the 
second polymer layer. Hatch et al.'s patent is related to a metal sleeve- 
containing design and does not disclose or suggest a first polymer layer free of / 
fibers and particulate, a second polymer layer containing particulate or a thermal 
spray layer coating the second polymer layer. Therefore, since Hatch et al. .1 ) 
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